érowing Places presents

A Taste of Dominica

Friday April 24, 2009: 5-7pm at St. Paul's Lutheran Church
$7 for adults; $5 for children ages 3-12;
children under 3 served for free

Enjoy a Simple Meal of Dominican Cuisine
Slide Show, Music, Crafts, and Children's Correspondence

All proceeds will go toward the feeding program at
Crayfish River Preschool

As adults, we know that people around the world live different types of lives. They eat
different foods, live in different types of housing, speak different languages. But have you ever thought about what life is
like without all the conveniences we enjoy? What if you had to carry all the water you use in a day from a river to your
home? What would it be like to make meals if you had no refrigerator, freezer, or canned food?
What is it like to wash all your laundry by hand? How would you function without electricity?

When we share a simple meal, we have an opportunity to be thankful for the modern
conveniences we have and to remember that most people in the world do not have access to such

resources. We can think of ways to make our lives simpler, to unclutter our time and our living
spaces. Most importantly, we can be together. We can enjoy each other's company and remember
that people all over the world, for generations, have gathered to share meals together.

We hope that you will enjoy learning more about our friends at Crafish River Preschool in
Dominica. See the correspondence between children; view crafts that serve as the Carib peoples
livelihood, see slides depicting the natural beauty and tradition of these loving people. All funds will
be contributed toward Crayfish River Preschool Project.

—
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Growing Places with Crayfish River: The Evolution of Our Friendship

In April 2005, Ruth Witte, Director of Growing Places, attended a Christian Children's Fund (C.C.F.) study
tour in Dominica West Indies to meet the Witte's sponsored child and learn first hand about her country and the
C.C.F. program. While there, Ruth met a Peace Corp volunteer who put her in touch with preschool teacher in
the impoverished Carib Indian Territory. For four years the Growing Places Kids and children of Crayfish River
Preschool have been exchanging letters and artwork. Three shipments of books and materials have been
donated on behalf of GP parents and Advisory Board. This was initially done through the Peace Corp Office.

In 2007, Hurricane Dean devastated the island and so began the Growing Places Annual Pumpkin Carving
Contest, a community effort to further assist our Caribbean friends. Over the past two years, this project has
drawn enthusiastic involvement of Dansville High's National Honor Society, the Rotary Interact Club, two local
churches, and prize donations by two dozen local businesses.

During the 2007 Holidays, it occurred to us that sending learning materials seemed pretty ineffectual in the
face of the children's rampant hunger. Hence, the first Annual Taste of Dominica, (food, slides, craft display and
music) provided an opportunity to involve the broader community in the development of a nutrition program for
the children of Crayfish River Preschool. The Witte's extremely positive impression of CCF's administration of
the children's sponsorship program and introduction to the executive director of CCF Caribbean, led Ruth to
approach him with the idea of initiating a lunch program and request that it be administered by his office. They
agreed.

In the last year, $100 per month has fed 31 children and 2 teaching staff a hot shack twice a week, and
provided lunch to the special ed class once a week. Food prep is done by the parents. We seek to expand this
feeding program so that the children can receive nutrition on a daily basis.

It is our dream to see a Crayfish River Preschool and Growing Places sisterhood expanded to involve both
Communities. Tax deductible contributions are made through Growing Places, which is a non-profit
organization. We invite people and organizations to make one time or annual contributions, all of which will go

directly into this meal program for children who would otherwise go without.-RDW
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